May was also a great support to other aging friends, especially those who had no immediate family. She drove them to
doctor appointments, helped them with their finances, and
spent personal time with them. She had a strong spirit—“feisty,”
some might say—and was strong in her faith to the end. She
lived out her life verses—Matthew 6:19-20 NASB: [Jesus said]
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal.”

May Olive Wallace
October 20, 1924 — October 26, 2020

May Olive Wallace was born on October 20, 1924, in Rea Heights, South
Dakota, to Jasper and Lorene (Hutchinson) Wallace. Six weeks later, her parents and older brother moved to a
farm in Iowa. Her mother suffered from
tuberculosis and needed help with the
children, so the family moved to her
grandfather’s farm. May and her brother milked cows and did other chores
while attending country schools.
While May was in high school, her
brother got his driver’s license and
started attending Sunday school and worship at the Methodist church. Some of the youth from the church asked him to go
home and get her. That was May’s first experience in attending
church. They were having revival meetings with an evangelist
and a song leader. This went on for three weeks. Around 20 of
the youth accepted Christ as Savior, including May, though she
didn’t understand all about it.
She sent a dollar to the American Bible Society and got her
first Bible. That summer she read
it from Genesis to Revelation,
growing in her knowledge of
God and finding real joy in serving the Lord.
May graduated from Thornburg (Iowa) High School in 1941,
and began her studies at Kletzing College in University Park,
Iowa. She lived at home and
cared for her mother, who had
arthritis. Disappointed there
wasn’t enough money for her to
live in the dorm, May tried her
independence and got a job in
another town. After a few years
she returned home and began

working in a telephone office. She attended the Friends church
and tried to figure out where God might be leading her.
Eventually May decided to move to Oregon to attend Cascade College in Portland. After graduating in 1949, she returned to Iowa, where the superintendent of Iowa Yearly Meeting offered her the pastorate at Smyrna Friends Church. Her
parents were both in poor health, so they moved to Smyrna
with her.
After five years of pastoring, May felt the need for more education. She returned to Oregon
to earn a bachelor of divinity
degree from Western Evangelical Seminary (1958) and a master
of divinity degree 14 years later.
Meanwhile, May pastored Agnew
Friends Church (now Peninsula
Evangelical Friends Church) near
Port Angeles, Washington, for
15 years (1957-1972). Her friend
Jean Clark lived with May and taught Sunday school and filled
various other positions at the church. Later May was called to
work with seniors at Reedwood Friends Church, adding the
role of administrator of Lambert House Adult Day Center, a
ministry associated with Reedwood, to
finish out 16 years of service there.
In her retirement years, May served
faithfully with Habitat for Humanity, a
national organization that provides affordable housing for people of lower
income. Her 4-foot, 11-inch stance did
not diminish her ability to paint and
hammer and clean up the construction
site every Thursday, rain or shine. As
age limited her abilities, she ran errands for the construction supervisor,
set up and broke down the luncheon
arrangements, and welcomed new volunteers. It gave her much joy to serve
her community in this way.
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