
Christmas greetings, all!     2015
 Many of you already know through our 
blog or by word of mouth that our family 
suffered a heartbreaking loss in June. We 
had all self-protected by denial, but the 
reality of Rachel’s terminal illness finally sank 
in. John and their Philadelphia friends carried 
the full weight of her care until we all joined 
forces to move the family to Newberg just a 
week and a half before her death. Accepting 
her absence doesn’t necessarily make it 
OK; she is deeply missed on a daily basis, 
whether spoken or unspoken. She lives on in 
our memories, and for that we are grateful.
 Mauri followed my lead and had his back 
repaired (lumbar fusion) in March. We’re 
thankful for good insurance that over the past 
few years has covered most of the expense 
for two knee replacements and two rebuilt 
backs. What’s next? 
 Our grandchildren are aging before our 
eyes. We traveled to Arizona to watch Bailey 
graduate from Gilbert Christian High School, 
and now he’s a freshman at Dordt College in 
Iowa, a wonderful school that recognized his 
academic and athletic potential.
 We added two grandsons to our quiver 
this year! Both are sweethearts and bring 
much joy to our family.
 Mauri navigates retirement by making a 
list every morning that always includes doing 
something with the dog, something musical, 
and exercise. I’ve reduced my work week by 
one day, which extends my weekend by the 
same. That’s my idea of retirement!
 If you want to read about this year’s 
Dorothy’s Match or our sixth Thanksgiving 
house build, simply click on the blue words.
 May God fill us with his peace and his 
confidence as we lean into what the future 
holds. Merry Christmas / Happy New Year!

 Love, Sherry (and Mauri too)Click on a picture to read all about it.
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The full story involves several posts. Click on this picture of John and Oscar to start.
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