
they named her

Winifred



This book was created for 
Grandma Carol Bxxx to read 
to her grandchildren, Lela 

and Harper.



Can you tell me what these are?

Of course you can!
They are potatoes. You probably eat 
them often, cooked different ways.



Do you wonder if this is a story about potatoes? 
No, it just starts out that way.  

A long time ago—more than a hundred and fifty years—
almost all of the families who lived in the country of 

Ireland grew potatoes in their gardens 
and ate them at every meal.

But then something 
called blight made 
all the potatoes in 
the whole country 

sick. They all looked 
like this and had to 

be thrown in the 
garbage.

Without potatoes to eat, most of the people in 
Ireland had to find another place to live.



The Fox family 
decided to 
travel by ship 
all the way to 
Australia to start 
a new life.

When they got to the 
dock they learned there 
wasn’t enough room on 
the ship for everyone in 

their family. So 16-year-old 
Winifred Fox volunteered 
to travel by herself on a 
ship to America instead. 

I would be too scared to leave my family, but Winifred 
was brave, knowing all of their lives depended on it.



Remember, this happened a long time ago; 
it would never happen to your family.

You will always have plenty to eat.

Winifred Fox had 
planned to earn 
enough money 
to join her family 
in Australia. 
But something 
changed her plan: 
she fell in love.

Winifred and Lafayette Dxx became successful farmers 
in Greensburg, Indiana. I don’t know for sure, but I will 

guess their crops included potatoes!

Five children made their house noisy and fun.



Lizzie, Inez, Dora, William, and Nellie had a happy life 
on their parents’ farm. There was plenty of work to do, 

but they had time to pick wildflowers in the woods, 
apples from the orchards, and red raspberries 

from the vines.

When they grew up, Nellie didn’t get married, but the 
others had families of their own. 

They all stayed close to their loved family farm.



In 1883, Inez Dxx married John Bxx. 

When John stood up, he was extremely tall—
taller than everyone else around him. It isn’t 
a bad thing to be tall, but it might have been 

inconvenient for the photographer!



John and Inez had two daughters.
The older one was named Daisy Winifred.

Good listening! You heard that we now have two 
Winifreds in our story. Inez named her first daughter 

after her grandmother Winifred.



Do you know anyone 
who is named after 

another family 
member?

Think hard!

Sometimes people are 
known by their middle 

name, and that was true 
of Daisy. Everyone called 

her Winifred. She and 
her younger sister, Mabel 
Inez, were best friends.
Winifred had a special 
name for her sister—

“Mimi.”



In those days not many women could afford an 
education, but Winifred graduated from a business 
college and became a private secretary to a bank 

president in Greensburg. She learned to play the piano 
and could sew and draw, and she wrote beautiful letters. 

Winifred gave 
her heart to 
Jesus and 
enjoyed 
worshiping 
him with 
others at 
the Baptist 
church in 
town.



Winifred liked to wear 
stylish clothes. 

Do you like her hats?

Would your mama 
wear a hat like these?



William watched the 
two women enter the 
church and recognized 

them immediately. Their 
presence made him 

so nervous, he nearly 
excused himself from his 
preaching assignment. 
Asking Jesus to help 
him, he managed to 
finish his sermon.

 Afterward, William walked the two women to the depot 
to meet their ride home. He was smitten too.

Winifred was so smitten 
with love for William, she 
leaned to Aunt Nellie and 
whispered: “I am going 

to marry him and become 
a minister’s wife!”

One day, Winifred’s aunt 
Nellie suggested they visit a 

nearby church to hear a friend 
preach. They hadn’t seen 

William Lxxxxxx in seven years 
and were curious to hear 

what he had to say.



What do you think 
happened next!

William made many trips 
to Greensburg to visit his 
sweetheart. And pretty 
soon they announced 

their plans to be married.

William was about 
to begin his studies 
at Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky.



The newlyweds were very happy but also very poor. 
They managed to pay their room rent and buy books 

and groceries with about $10 a week.

After three years of 
marriage and seminary 
classes, William and 
Winifred decided it 
was time to add to 
their family.

No mother was ever 
happier than Winifred to 
welcome a new daughter.



Birth announcements were sent 
to all their friends and family. 

Her name? Winifred Nelle.

Now we have three Winifreds in our story!



Three years later a baby 
brother was born. His name 

was Gordon. Well, actually he 
was named William Gordon, 

but like his mother he was 
called by his middle name.

When Winifred Nelle was 
about four years old she 
developed bronchitis. 
The doctor recommended 
the family move to a dry 
climate. So William was 
transferred to a church in 
Livingston, Montana, and 
young Winifred improved.



Like most sisters and 
brothers, Winifred Nelle and 
Gordon played together very 
happily. But that doesn’t 
mean they didn’t have 
disagreements now and then!

Then something very sad 
happened. Winifred, the 

mother, got very sick 
with a disease called  
tuberculosis. In those 

days, there was no cure.



So Winifred and Gordon grew up 
without their mother. Their father 
was very thankful that his sister 
Betty would come and live with 
them to help care for the children.

Winifred graduated 
from a special kind of 
school. Can you tell 
from her cap what 
kind of school it was?

That’s right! Winifred 
became a nurse.



And what 
do you think 
happened 
next?

This picture 
gives you 
a big hint. 
Nurse 
Winifred fell 
in love.

That happens 
a lot in 
this story, 
doesn’t it!

You can see that 
Winifred liked 
stylish clothes, 
just like her 
mother did.



On Christmas Day 
1937, Winifred 

Lxxxxxxx became 
Mrs. Carl M. Nxxx.

A year later they were the 
parents of a big baby boy, Carl 
Jonathan. The family settled 
down in Dayton, Ohio, Carl’s 
home town.



And just a few years later 
another baby came along, 
a daughter this time. They 

named her…

Do you want 
to guess?

Carol Winifred Nxxx! That’s right—another Winifred!
But this daughter was called by her first name.

Four years later 
another daughter 
was born. Her 
parents gave her the 
name Sharon Elaine.



After attending several colleges, she graduated from 
Westmont College in Santa Barbara, California, and 

became a kindergarten teacher.

She enjoyed living in California but traveled back to 
Illinois to spend holidays with her family.

In 1946, the Nxxx 
family moved to 
Wheaton, Illinois, 
which became 
home to the three 
Nxxx children.

Carol Winifred 
graduated from 
Wheaton Academy 
in 1959.



Once again the love bug bit—this time it bit 
Carol Winifred and William Harper Bxxx III!

You figured it out, 
didn’t you?

Carol Winifred is me, 
your Grandma Carol!

And this is a story about 
our family history.

Here are your 
grandparents on 
July 13, 1968, 
the day we were 
married.



In 1971, a daughter was 
born. No Winifred this time. 
We named her Krista Diane.

She is your aunt Krista!

And exactly three years 
later, your daddy was 
born: Derek William 
Bxxx. In this picture 

you see Great-grandma 
Winifred, Grandma 

Carol, Aunt Krista, and 
your daddy.



Can you 
name 

everyone 
in this 

picture? 

I will help 
you.

December 25, 1987



Your daddy grew up, of course. He graduated 
from Pepperdine University, where he learned 

all about computers.

And then in 2002, he 
married your mama, 

Lara Gxxxx, in a lovely 
outdoor ceremony near 

Austin, Texas.

They look happy, don’t they?



They were very happy! But do you know 
what made them even happier?

YOU!



 Epilogue

Do you ever play “What If…?”

Here are some examples:
• What if dogs could talk?

• What if everyone had the same face?
• What if money grew on trees?

Now you think of one. “What if ____________?”

Here’s one that will make you think!

What if there had been enough room for 
the entire Fox family on the ship sailing 

from Ireland to Australia?



For Lela and Harper:
• Winifred (Fox) and xxx were your great-great-great-great-grandparents.
• Inez Elva (Dxxx) and xxx were your great-great-great-grandparents.
• Daisy Winifred (Bxxx) and xxx were your great-great-grandparents.
• Winifred Nelle (Lxxx) and xxx were your great-grandparents.
• Carol Winifred (xxx) and xxx are your grandparents.
• Lara Kimberlin (xxx) and xxx are your parents.

This book was lovingly created by Sharon xxx, also known as “Aunt 
Sherry,” as a birthday gift for my sister, Carol Winifred xxx

A few pictures were found on the internet to illustrate the 
beginning of the story. All photos of people are actual. The story 
itself was drawn from two sources: (1) the original writings of 
William xxx, my grandfather, who took the time and care to type 
out his life story for those of us who followed him in succession, 
titled “My Own Obituary?”; (2) “To My Children: A History of My 
Parentage and Early Life Memories,” by my mother, Winifred Lxxx. 
There is so much more to learn about our rich heritage in these documents. Therefore, PDFs 
of the originals are included on a disk in the back of this book. Another important resource 
was the Lxxx Family Tree created by Bill and Joyce Lxxx (circa 1980s).
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