
Christmas 2012
Greetings, all!
 It’s always a challenge to pick my fa-
vorite anything because I have to work too 
hard at narrowing the choices! So I’m glad 
I don’t have to pick only one highlight from 
our 2012. Even though remodeling a por-
tion of our cookin‘ room, hanging curtains 
in our living room (after 18 years of mar-
riage, it seemed about time), and buying a 
new (brand new—a first for Mauri) van are 
highlights for us, the highlights that involve 
the precious people in our life make the cut.
 The pictures represent four of our people 
highlights (clicking on the pictures will lead 
to their stories). Another people highlight 
was the gathering of my Nill siblings (all two 
of them) in Georgia, along with some of our 
kids and some of our kids’ kids. The sands 
of time are especially evident when five 
years separate our reunions. And while we 
were over that way, we enjoyed a road trip 
in North Carolina, which turned into a hunt 
for several of my former residences. What 
a walk down memory lane! I was surprised 
by how many stories I could rattle off for 
Mauri as I stood in front of each home.
 We got to spend another Thanksgiving 
in the colonias outside Juarez, Mexico, 
building a home for a family with eight 
children. Another people highlight! We still 
find our work meaningful, and our family 
remains stable (though the number is about 
to increase). Having a brand new Goodwill 
store open up in town conflicts with my on-
going efforts to deaccumulate. I walk a fine 
line between shopping and donating. Mauri 
checks the living room every time he walks 
in the house and figures if the piano is still 
there, I’m maintaining the delicate balance.
 That’s our little world. What’s new in 
yours?
 Love, Sherry (and Mauri, too)
clicking words in red leads to photo stories

The joyful 

occurrence 

when all 

grandkids are 

in the same 

place at the 

same time.

New grandson, Will, born to Pete and 

Linsey last February.

Mauri cooks his own breakfast just ten days after knee replacement surgery.

Taylor skyped me just after he asked Beth to marry him.
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